

Template letter to Senators and State Representatives to support HR-6562 when signers of original AO Act of 1991

date

The Honorable XXXXX
Address

Dear Congressman/Senator xxx, 

I would like to ask you for your support of HR-6562, which was introduced by Congressman Filner's Veterans Affairs Committee, to put back into place a provision made by Congress in the 1991 Agent Orange Act. Congressman Filner's bill reinstates veterans of the Vietnam War to a status where they would receive VA healthcare and compensation for diseases and disabilities caused by Agent Orange used extensively during that war.

As a supporter of the original Agent Orange Act of 1991, I suspect you may already know that all military personnel whose boots did not touch the soil of Vietnam, including combat and direct combat support, were removed from the benefits you once bestowed upon the Armed Forces of the Vietnam War. This broad category of our troops in Vietnam and neighboring countries was removed by the Department of Veterans Affairs in a unilateral action deemed illegal by the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims. This reinstatement by HR-6562, the Agent Orange Equity Act of 2008, will right a grievous wrong done to our veterans of the Vietnam War and you will once again have the opportunity to put your name on legislation that supports America's veterans. The House Committee on Veterans Affairs has recently been successful at re-establishing the confidence of our Armed Forces in how they are being treated for their wounds and injuries following their tour of duty. We feel this is critical to maintaining all the branches of our current military force. 

I thank you on behalf of these Vietnam veterans and the American public for once again helping to protect and care for our veterans after they have put their lives on the line for America. You will once again be able to thank them for providing the freedoms and liberties, such as the democratic principles which allow us to vote for you when you show your gratitude for the sacrifices our veterans have made.

I appreciate you assistance in giving Representative Filner and his Veterans Affairs Committee your full support, just as you did in 1991, by voting in favor of HR-6562, which honors and cares for the American veterans.

Sincerely,

Name
Address and Phone contact


